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The Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)
March 8§, 2026
I Divine Service, Setting Four I+

Our Communion Practice
Immanuel Lutheran Church encourages confirmed members of Immanuel and of our sister
congregations in The Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod to commune. Christians of other
denominations or church bodies are respectfully asked to honor our practice and not to commune.
Please see our statement "Our Belief and Confession" provided at the beginning of the Service of the
Sacrament. Guests desiring to commune with us today are asked to speak to the pastor before service.



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation —LSB 663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
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1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep a - wak -
2 Watch a - gainst the dev - il’s snares Lest a - sleep he find
3 Watch! Let not the wick-ed world With its lies de - feat
4 Watch a - gainst your-self, my soul, Lest with grace you tri -
5 But while watch-ing, al - so pray To the Lord un-ceas -
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en! Be not by the e - vil day Un - a- wares o’er -
you; For in - deed no  pains he spares To de - ceive and
you Lest with bold de - cep - tions hurled It be - tray and
fle; Let not self your thoughts con - trol Nor  God’s mer - cy
ing. God pro-tects you day by day, Strength and faith in -
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tak - en; For the foe, Well we know, Is a
blind you. Sa - tan’s prey Oft are they Who se -
cheat you. Watch and see Lest there be Faith - less
sti - fle. Pride and sin Lurk with - in, All  your
creas - ing, So that still Mind and will Shall u -
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har - vest reap - ing While the saints are sleep - ing.
cure  are sleep - ing And no watch are keep - ing.
friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you.
hopes to shat - ter; Heed not when they flat - ter.
nite serve i And for - ev - er love Him.

m
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671-1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

RENRF

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Page | 2



Confession of Sins

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

LSB 184

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Introit

Kyrie

Amen.

Service of the Word

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
Toyou, | O LORD,*
Ilift | up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*
bring me out of my dis- | tresses.
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
and forgive | all my sins.
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you.
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.

LSB 185

Psalm 25:1-2, 17-18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15-16

LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
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(P) Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your
ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Lent

Sit

(P} Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all
who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging
our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 8:16-24

16Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth,
so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.”” 7And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand
with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of
the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce
gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh,
“This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the
LORD had said.

20Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he
goes out to the water, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, that they may serve me.
20r else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants
and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of
flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen,
where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the
LORD in the midst of the earth. ZThus I will put a division between my people and your people.
Tomorrow this sign shall happen.””” 2And the LORD did so. There came great swarms of flies into the
house of Pharaoh and into his servants” houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined
by the swarms of flies.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 9:19, 3
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Arise, O LORD! Let not | man prevail;*
let the nations be judged be- | fore you!
When my enemies | turn back,”
they stumble and perish before your | presence.
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Epistle

Stand

Tract

Ephesians 5:1-9

ITherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is
proper among; saints. ‘Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of
place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and God. ¢Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. “Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true).

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123:1-3a

To you I lift | up my eyes,*

O you who are enthroned in the | heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,*

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us.
Have mercy uponus, | O LORD,*

have mercy up- | on us.

Holy Gospel Luke 11:14-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

4Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man
spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the
prince of demons,” éwhile others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17But he,
knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a
divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?
For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do
your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast
out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 2When a strong man, fully armed, guards
his own palace, his goods are safe; 2but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he
takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 2Whoever is not with me is against me,
and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

2”When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest,
and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.” 2And when it comes, it finds
the house swept and put in order. 2Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself,
and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.”

27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the
womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 26But he said, “Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God and keep it!”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life "I+ everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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1 Lord of our life and God of our sal-va - tion, Star of our
2 See round Your ark the hun-gry bil - lows curl - ing; See how Your
3 Lord, be our light when world-ly dark - ness veils us; Lord, be our
4 Peace in our hearts, where sin - ful thoughts are rag - ing, Peace in Your
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night and hope of ev -'ry na - tion: Hear and re - ceive Your
foes  their ban-ners are wun - furl - ing And with great spite their
shield when earth-ly ar - mor fails wus; And in the day when
Church, our trou-bled souls as - suag - ing, Peace when the world its
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Church’s sup - pli - ca - tion, Lord God Al - might - y.
fi - ery darts are hurl - ing, (0] Lord, pre - serve us.
hell it - self as - sails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord:
end-less war is wag - ing, Peace in Your heav - en.
Text: Matthius Apelles von Lowenstern, 1594-1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799-1855, alt.
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church
P) ..let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Sit
Offering

Page | 6



Service of the Sacrament

Our Belief and Confession
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he
says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and
to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our
Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive
and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The
Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak
with the pastor. If you are not communing this day but wish to receive a blessing, please cross your
arms over your chest at the railing.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

=

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:
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Sanctus

LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in
mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not

Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your
promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
Fas 7 1 <
10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution & Hymns

LSB 210
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LSB 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur-est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms 1 rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, I de-fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je - sus is my plea - sure,
hH |
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish
Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is my choice. Hence, al emp-ty glo - ry!
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear.
Nor thy threats a - larm me While I sing of peace.
Naught to me thy sto - ry Told with tempt-ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! I will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And  thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great powr Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
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naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.

5 Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6  Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.

Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain
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LSB 533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure
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1 Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nal,
2 Je - sus has come! Now see bonds rent a - sun-der!
3 Je - sus has come as the might-y Re - deem-er.
4 Je - sus has come as the King of all glo - ry!
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Al - pha, O - me - ga, Be - gin - ning and End;
Fet - ters of death now dis - solve, dis - ap - pear
See now the threat - en - ing strong one  dis - armed!
Heav-en and earth, O de - clare His great pow’r,
0 | fre—
1D I I \ I I [ | I—|
L b | - | | | | | | | 1 1 >y
N2 D | T | . | I =
g o I
God-head, hu - man - i - ty, u - nion su - per - nal,
See Him burst through with a voice as of thun - der!
Je - sus Dbreaks down all the walls of death’s for - tress,
Cap - tur - ing hearts  with the heav-en - ly sto - ry;
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(0] great Re - deem-er, You come as  our friend!
He sets  us free from our guilt and our fear,
Brings forth the  pris-’ners tri - um -phant, un - harmed.
Wel - come Him now in this fast - fleet - ing  hour!
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Heav-en and -earth, now pro - claim this great won - der:
Lifts us from shame to the place of His hon - or.
Sa - tan, you wick - ed one, own now your mas - ter!
Pon -der His love! Take the crown He has for you!
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Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nal!
Je - sus has come! Hear the roll of  God’s thun - der!
Je - sus has come! He, the might -y Re - deem - er!
Je - sus has come! He, the King of all glo - ry!

Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693-1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903-2000, alt.
Tune: Céthen, c. 1733

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001375

Tune: Public domain
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LSB 716 I Walk in Danger All the Way
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11 walk in dan - ger all the way. The thought shall nev - er

21 pass through tri - als all the way, With sin and ills con -
3 And death opur - sues me all the way, No - where I rest se -
41 walk with an - gels all the way, They shield me and be -
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leave me That Sa - tan, who has marked his prey, Is
tend - ing; In pa - tience I must bear each day The
cure - ly; He comes by night;, he comes by day, He
friend me; All Sa - tan’s pow’r is held at bay When
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plot - ting to de - ceive me. This foe with hid - den snares
cross of God’s own send - ing. When in ad - ver - si - ty
takes his prey most sure - ly. A fail - ing breath, and I
heav’n-ly hosts at - tend me; They are my sure de - fense,
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May seize me un - a - wares If I should fail to
1 know not where to flee, When storms of woe my
In death’s strong grasp may lie To face e - ter - ni -
All fear and sor - row, hence! Un - harmed by foes, do
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watch and pray. I walk in dan - ger all the way.
soul dis - may, I pass through tri - als all the way.
ty to - day As death pur - sues me all the way.
what they may, I walk with an - gels all the way.

5 Iwalk with Jesus all the way,
His guidance never fails me;
Within His wounds I find a stay
When Satan’s pow’r assails me;
And by His footsteps led,
My path I safely tread.
No evil leads my soul astray;
I walk with Jesus all the way.

6 My walk is heav'nward all the way;

Await, my soul, the morrow,

When God’s good healing shall allay
All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow.

Then, worldly pomp, begone!

To heav'n I now press on.
For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav'nward all the way.

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen
Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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part in heav’'n - ly peace, For I have seen the
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go - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

LSB 211

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Sit

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

LSB 212
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Hymn to Depart—LSB 656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - vy for - tress is our God,
2 With  might of ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - ils all the world should fill,
4 The Word they  still shall let re - main
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A trust - 'y shield and weap - on;
Soon were our loss ef - fect - ed;
All ea - ger to de - vour us,
Nor an -y thanks have for it;
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He  helps us free from ev - Ty need
But for us fights the wval - iant One,
We trem - ble not, we fear no ill;
He’s by our side up - on the plain
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That hath us now o’er - tak - en.
Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.
They shall not O - Ver - pow’r us.
With His  good gifts and Spir - it.
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The old e - vil foe Now  means
Ask e, Who is  this? Je - sus
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
And take they our life, Goods, fame,
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dead - ly woe; Deep guile and great  might
Christ it is, Of Sab - a - oth Lord,
as he will, He can harm us none.
child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
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Are his dread arms in fight; On earth
And there’s none oth - er God; He holds
He’s judged; the deed is done; One lit -
Our vic - try has been won; The King -
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is not his e - qual.
the field for - ev - er.
tle word can fell him.
dom ours re - main - eth.

Text: tr. composite
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text and tune: Public domain
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