Immanuel Lutheran Church and School

The Thread

October 18th, 2026

Lectionary Summary:

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

Isaiah 55:1-9
Ephesians 5:15-21
Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus Invites Us to His Wedding Feast to Receive
Abundant Righteousness

The Holy Spirit sounds forth the Gospel call: “See, 1
have prepared my dinner ... Come to the wedding
feast” (Matt. 22:1-14). But many reject this invita-
tion in favor of worldly pursuits. And so the call goes
out to others, both the good and the bad. For the
wedding invitation is not based on the qualifications
of those invited but on the basis of the merits and
work of Christ. The feast is free: “He who has no
money, come, buy and eat ... delight yourselves in
rich food.” (Is. 55:1-9). Those rejecting the Spirit’s
work shall experience God’s wrath and judgment.
Those who are not clothed in Christ’s righteousness
shall be cast into outer darkness where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Let us therefore seek
the Lord while He may be found, for He will have
mercy upon us. Let us redeem the time, being filled
with the Spirit, giving thanks always for all things to
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
(Eph 5:15-21).

Sunday Divine Service - 9:00 am
Sunday Bible Study - 10:15 am

Contact Us:

Church & School Office
Office Hours: M-F: 7:30 am—3:30 pm
(618) 684-3012
secretary@immanuelmurphy.com
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So Ieéi:s said to
the Jews who e

had believed him, /,‘

“If you abide in my

word, you are truly o
my disciples, and you B
will know the truth,

and the truth will set
you free.” &

JOHN 8:31-32

Live Broadcast

If you are unable to join us for church today, don’t miss the
opportunity to listen to our service live this morning at
9:00 a.m. on 103.9 FM WXAN. The radio broadcast re-
airs on Sunday evenings at 9:00 p.m. You can also view
the livestream or recording on our YouTube channel.

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School 1915 Pine St Murphysboro, lllinois 62966 618-684-3012 www.immanuelmurphy.com




Church Announcements:

Pastoral Call Update: Immanuel has extended a
Divine Call to the Rev. Travis Lee Berg to serve as
our pastor. Pastor Berg will now prayerfully consider
the call and seek the Lord’s guidance during this time
of deliberation. Pastor Berg had indicated that he will
provide the congregation with this decision by Sun-
day, October 18. Please keep Pastor Berg and his fam-
ily, as well as our congregation, in your prayers. We
trust that the Lord will guide this process according to
His gracious will.

Pastoral Coverage Update: As we continue through
the call process, we will be blessed to have a visiting
pastor or seminarian with us each week to lead us in
worship. This Sunday, Rev. Tony Troup will be
leading us in worship. Following worship service, he
will lead Bible Study in the church basement. We are
thankful for those who are willing to serve our congre-
gation during this time and look forward to welcoming
them each week.

Emergency Pastoral Care During Our Vacancy:
If you need emergency pastoral care during our pasto-
ral vacancy, please call Alyssa in the church office at
618-684-3012. She will contact one of the pastors who
has graciously agreed to assist Immanuel during this
time. For pastoral emergencies after regular office
hours, please contact any one of our Elders listed be-
low. They will help connect you with an assisting pas-
tor.

Board of Elders:

Jeff Streuter—618-559-1991
Charlie Homan—618-201-5085
Bruce Mueller—618-319-0060
Mike Clough—618-559-6981
Gary Carter—618-792-5233

Disaster Response Team: Bryce Cramer and Kevin
Boester are in Shalimar, Florida, alongside Kurt
Elsesser of Nashville, assisting with hurricane recov-
ery efforts. Kevin and Kurt anticipate serving for one
week, while Bryce may stay for up to three weeks.
During a visit, LCMS Disaster Response Director Rev.
Michael Meyer indicated that recovery efforts could
continue for approximately 60 days. Please keep all
those affected by the hurricane, along with the volun-
teers and emergency responders, in your prayers.
Pray for their safety, strength, and encouragement as
they work to help these communities recover.

Trunk or Treat: Volunteers & Donations are
needed! Join us for Trunk or Treat on Saturday,
October 31, from 5-8 p.m. If you can participate
by passing out candy that evening, please con-
tact Theresa Karg at 618-534-8175. Donations of
candy and prizes are also needed and appreciat-
ed. Thank you for helping make this a fun even-
ing for the children!

Please join us for a
Trunk or Treat event

Immanuel Lutheran Church
parking lot

1915 Pine St
Murphysboro, IL

School Announcements:

It was a short week this past week. Monday was a
holiday, so the school was closed. We ended our

week with a whole school field trip to Beggs Family
Farm in Blodgett, MO. A good time was had by all!

We have several upcoming events that you're wel-
come to participate in or invite others to participate
in:

e October 24 - Mommy & Son Nerf War at the
school gym beginning at 1pm

e November 7 - Build-a-Stuffie at the school gym
from 9am-12pm

With SIU Homecoming weekend being this week-
end, the decision was made to postpone the Corn-
hole Tournament. It will now take place on Friday,
May 28 at 5:30pm. This will also be the evening of
Brews Brothers Taproom’s first block party.
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What is that great big candle?

There are many candles in our church sanctuary.
Some we light every Sunday. Some we only light
on certain occasions. The tall candle that you see
up front, possibly next to the Baptismal font or up
in front next to the altar, is one of those candles.
That's the Paschal Candle!

What is the Paschal Candle

used for?

The Paschal Candle reminds us of Jesus’ victory over
death. Do you remember the story of the pillar of
fire that led the Israelites at night in the wilderness

after the Lord delivered them from slavery in Egypt?
When Jesus died on the cross, He released us from
the slavery of darkness and death due to our sin.
Now, through our Baptism, we have been buried
with Him in His death and we are now raised to new
life through His resurrection! The Paschal Candle
reminds us of this. Let that Gospel light shine!

Parents: Before or after the Divine Service, take your
children up to look at the Paschal Candle. Point out
the beautiful symbols on its surface that remind us of
our Savior and what He has done for us. Remind them
that “Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, the Light no
darkness can overcome.” (Lutheran Service Book, 243)
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KFUO Radio is the broadcast voice of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Christ

for you anytime, anywhere. Find
R d A programs on demand at kfuo.org
Christ for you.

and the KFUO Radio app.
Anytirme. Anpwhere

Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly
syndicated radio talk show and
podcast. The program features
expert guests, expansive topics,
while extolling Christ. The program is hosted by
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.

You can listen 24/7 on demand at issuesetc.org and
the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

kfuo.org

Issues,Etc.

‘ ‘

L
Talk Radio for the
Thinking Christian

www.issuesetc.org

Offering Income from last week:
October 11th, 2026:

Regular Offerings $ 5,755.00
Loose Plate $ 6,560.00
Total Offerings $ 12,315.00
Attendance:

October 11, 2026 77
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Service Participants - This and Next Week

Sunday, October 18th, 2026

Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Tony Troup

Organist: Luella McComb

Elder: Bruce Mueller

Ushers: Bryan Hollmann, Orval Rowe, Josh Proctor,
Charlie Homan, Henry Phillips & Scott Maloney
Altar Guild: Sue Williams

Acolyte: Frankie Flores

Sunday, October 25th, 2026

Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Art Eichhorn

Organist: Landon Hicks

Elder: Mike Clough

Ushers: Bryan Hollmann, Orval Rowe, Josh Proctor,
Charlie Homan, Henry Phillips & Scott Maloney
Altar Guild: Sue Williams

Acolyte: Eli Pittman

Prepare for Worship Next Week
Sunday, October 25th, 2026
Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Hymn of the Day:
LSB 555 “Salvation unto Us Has Come”

Readings:
Genesis 1:1-2:3
Ephesians 6:10-17
John 4:46-54
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Daily Lectionary Readings:

Weekly Small Catechism Readings:

Date | Old Testament New Testament Sunday Christian Q & A
Reading Reading ngore Divine Service
10/18 | Deut. 17:1-20 Matt. 14:1-21 Sunday Table of Duties
After Divine Service
10/ 1 9 Deut. 1 82 1 -22 Matt 1422-36 Monday The Ten Commandments
10/20 | Deut. 19:1-20 Matt. 15:1-20 Tuesday The Creed
10/21 | Deut. 20:1-20 Matt. 15:21-39 Wednesday The Lord’s Prayer
10/22 | Deut. 21:1-23 Matt. 16:1-12
Deut. 22:1-24:9 Thursday The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

10/23 | Deut. 24:10-25:10 Matt. 16:13-28 n -

Friday Confession
10/24 | Deut. 25:17-26:19 Matt. 17:1-13

Saturday The Sacrament of the Altar

Short Order of Daily Prayer:

In the name of the Father and of the I Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

A hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or spoken
~The Hymn of the Day from the previous or upcom-
ing Sunday or a Psalm per day could be used.

One or both of the Daily Lectionary Readings
from the table above is read.

The appointed Weekly Small Catechism Reading
from the table above may be read.

Apostles’ Creed
Lord’s Prayer
Prayers for others and ourselves
—The Prayer List to the right is a good place to
start. LSB pages 305-318 is helpful as well.

Luther’s Morning or Evening Prayer

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Comfort and Health:

T Those in the Armed
Forces, Law Enforcement,
Fire, Emergency Medical

Wedding Anniversaries:

1 10-20 Brett & Lindsey Closson
T 10-20 Tony & Michelle Cramer
1 10-20 Len & Cindy Novara

Services, & Healthcare
T David Arbeiter

T Sue Beckman

T Leah Carter

T Terry Estel

T Cindy Fager

T Ron Ford

T Marilyn Imhoff

T Virginia Lewis

T Ron Manwaring
T Nelda Miesner

T James Morber

T Arlene Parton

1 Casey Phillips

T Henry Phillips Jr.
T Randall Phillips
1T Don Porter

T Alberta Reiman

T Ina Rothe

T Don Shipley

T Tillie Stanton (Sara
Stanton's newborn)
T Randy Stoffel

T Larry Troue

1 Richard Weber

T Sue Williams

T Carol Zobel

Birthdays:

1 10-18 Sue Williams

1 10-18 Forrest Miesner

1t 10-19 Katarina Snyder

1 10-20 Audrey Vaughn

1 10-20 Maebrie Middendorf
1 10-21 Austin Jarrett

1 10-21 Elizabeth VanOver
1 10-23 Madison Jones

Baptismal Anniversaries:
1 10-19 Emily Newton

1 10-23 Cindy Fager

1 10-23 Jackson Fager

Immanuel Families:

1 Alicia, Francisco, Aurelia,
Xiomara Flores

T Pam Foley

1t Jay & Lisa Gilbert
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10-3 Carolyn Guetersloh
10-3 Jason Jarrett

10-5 Len Novara

10-6 Sara Stanton

10-6 Richard Weber
10-6 Julie Marik

10-6 Laura Holmes

10-7 AdJ Boese

10-7 Nancy Wright

10-9 Lloyd Mueller
10-10 Abby Beckman
10-11 Gage Pittman
10-11 Eli Pittman

10-12 Charles Williams
10-14 Brian Manwaring
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10-14 Laura Lynn Mueller
10-15 Bernadine Ihle
10-15 Carsyn Karg

10-16 Tonya Walker

10-18 Sue Williams

10-18 Forrest Miesner
10-19 Katarina Snyder
10-20 Audrey Vaughn
10-20 Maebrie Middendorf
10-21 Austin Jarrett

10-21 Elizabeth VanOver
10-23 Madison Jones
10-27 Leah MacFarlane
10-28 Jim Zobel

10-31 Richard Arbeiter
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Altar Guild
Sue Williams

Elders

10-4 Jeff Streuter
10-11 Charlie Homan
10-18 Bruce Mueller
10-25 Mike Clough

Ushers

Scott Imhoff
Mike Clough
Steve Williams
Bryan Hollmann
Brett Newton

Organists
10-4 Landon Hicks

10-11 Luella McComb
10-18 Luella McComb
10-25 Landon Hicks

Acolytes
10-4 Ryker Gregory

10-11 Gage Pittman
10-18 Frankie Flores
10-25 Eli Pittman

ANNIVERSARIES

10-1 Rick & Cindy Fager
10-2 Larry & Jo Troue

10-2 Scott & Paula Wheeler
10-2 David & Cindy Gregory
10-4 Kyle & Rachel Fager
10-5 Corey & Tina Jarrett
10-9 Jeff & Nancy Wright
10-12 Scott & Angie Imhoff
10-16 Scott & Valerie Draves
10-20 Brett & Lindsey Closson |
10-20 Tony & Michelle Cramee
10-20 Len & Cindy Novara
10-25 Bryce & Jan Cramer
10-25 Eldon & Debbie Dunn
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